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I

n my last column, I
the numerous subtleties
The Genesis
reviewed the creation
in these meticulously
narratives are crafted accounts. For one
of Eve, the “crowning
act” of God’s perfect
not mere tales example, let’s return to
the Garden for a seemcreation. Surely it is
vital to recall our sublime for children.
ingly more obvious, but
origin. Our next step into
often overlooked point.
Genesis, however, will not bring such
We’re all too familiar with the
delight.
result of the serpent’s deceptive reaThe serpent who confronts us in
soning and the consequent “litter
chapter 3 shocks us not only with his
problem” Eve’s daughters yet face as
ability to speak, but also with his
a result of the temptation and Fall.
crafty impugning of God’s character
But have we noticed that the Gene(see 2 Cor. 11:3). He disputes God’s
sis record has God saying simply,
command not to eat the fruit of a
“‘Of the tree of the knowledge of
Garden tree and denies His warning
good and evil you shall not eat, for
of death (Gen. 2:16, 17). These darin the day that you eat of it you shall
ing verbal assaults alert us to the
surely die’” (Gen. 2:17, NKJV)?1The
presence of evil on Planet Earth
Creator’s concentration here is on
before Adam and Eve sin. Here is
death, the terrifying consequence of
sin.
Scripture’s dramatic first hint of a
controversy between God and an
My point is not that God failed to
adversary.
warn Adam and Eve of “good and*
These implicit textual indicators
prompt us to comb the terse biblical
narratives for deeper theological
*Jo Ann Davidson is a wife, mother,
and Assistant Professor of Theology at
implications. The Genesis narratives
are not mere tales for children. If we
the SDA Theological Seminary in
presume so, we will likely overlook
Berrien Springs, Michigan.
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evil.” Or of Lucifer’s rebellion and
mulated guilt of our world crushed
out the life of the innocent Son of
fall and his likely attempts to subvert
God.4 The perceptive reader should
their allegiance to their Creator. Nor
not fail to catch at least a glimpse of
do I suggest that temptation and sin
the substitutionary atonement of
are petty matters. Sin is not God’s
Christ.
feelings being hurt by our disobediIn my next column I’ll conclude
ence. Nor is sin merely performing
wrong acts. Rather—here is what we
this trilogy on Eve by probing the
often overlook— sin is the state of decisive judgment God brings upon
her (and Adam) as recorded in
death!2The thought haunts me, for
here is the divine perspective on
Genesis 3. For the moment, I find
temptation and sin. God
myself needing to be
focuses on the ultimate
reminded of the costliRight from the
to be escaped.
ness of my salvation.
However, Adam and
Let’s face it, in our
beginning of
Eve didn’t die that day.
Christian era, sin is trivScripture, sin is
ialized. After all, God
And many readers, disseen in the
cerning this, have conloves us, right? And percluded that sinning just
haps, because sin selcompany of
isn’t as serious as the
dom makes us angry, it’s
death. Arm in
divine warnings make it
hard to imagine that it
out to be. However, they
arouses the anger of a
arm. They are
miss another of those
Holy God. However,
soulmates.
enigmatic phrases charright from the beginacteristic of the Old Tesning of Scripture, sin is
tament narratives:
seen in the company of death. Arm
in arm. They are soul mates.
“Also for Adam and his wife the
But I don’t like to acknowledge
Lord God made tunics of skin, and
clothed them” (Gen. 3:21).
the death my sin causes. After all, I’m
not really that bad . . . and eating
There was death that day when
“forbidden fruit” isn’t such a serious
God pronounced judgments on the
serpent and the couple. There were
offense, is it? In so reasoning, I find
garments made of “skin.” Something
myself parroting the post-Fall exdied to hide their shame, the nakedcuses of Adam and Eve. There’s no
ness exposed by their sin.3Adam and
repentance because repentance isn’t
Eve didn’t die that day only because
called for. Genesis 3 signals coman innocent animal, a substitute,
pellingly, and experience confirms,
died in their place, foreshadowing
that transgression blinds our eyes,
that day at Calvary, where the accudulls our minds, and hardens our
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hearts to the gravity of sin.
I suspect that my spiritual vision
would be enhanced if I were to
spend time each day contemplating
the life of Christ, especially the closing scenes of His death.5We all need
to deepen our comprehension of,
and our gratitude for God’s providing a Substitute for Adam and Eve’s
well-deserved death way back in the
Garden. Through their sin, death
passed upon all their descendants,
but, thank God, through the “second
Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45-47) all may
find life.
□

REFERENCES
'All Bible texts are
taken from the New King
James Version.
2I gained this crucial
insight during Pastor
Myong Ho Kim’s presentation at the Adventist
Theological Society meetings last fall in Jackson,
Mississippi.
'The Clear Word Bible
captures these textual
nuances: “God allowed
them to continue to live
because He had a plan to
save them later. He told

Adam to sacrifice a lamb as a token of what
salvation would cost. He helped Adam prepare the lamb, then took the skin to cover
Adam and Eve’s nakedness” (Gen. 3:21). (Jack
J. Blanco, The Clear Word Bible: A Paraphrase to
Nurture Faith and Growth [Hagerstown, Md.:
Review and Herald Publ. Assn., 1994], p. 4).
'Ellen White’s comments are perceptive:
“To Adam, the offering of the first sacrifice
was a most painful ceremony. . . . It was the
first time he had ever witnessed death... As he
slew the innocent victim, he trembled at the
thought that his sin must shed the blood of
the spotless Lamb of God. This scene gave
him a deeper and more vivid sense of the
greatness of his transgression, which nothing
but the death of God’s dear Son could expiate.
And he marveled at the infinite goodness that
would give such a ransom to save the guilty”
(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 68).
s“It would be well for us to spend a
thoughtful hour each day in contemplation of
the life of Christ. We should take it point by
point, and let the imagination grasp each scene,
especially the closing
“It is separation
ones. As we thus dwell
upon His great sacrifice
from God that
for us, our confidence in
Him will be more conblinds us, that
stant, our love will be
quickened, and we shall
destroys us. It was
be more deeply imbued
with His spirit. If we
separation from
would be saved at last, we
must learn the lesson of
God that killed
penitence and humiliation at the foot of the
the Man on the
cross” (Desire o f Ages, p.
83).

— Ivy Petersen, director of womens ministries for the Southern
Africa Union, in the
Adventist Review
(January 9, 1997),
p. 13.
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